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Hebrew Old Testament= Tanakh 



Most of the Torah 

is a 

Rescue Story 

from 

Genesis to Numbers 

then continued 

into Joshua 

 

 

Laws are given 

within this story 

to 

help the people 

to stay free! 
 

 



Genesis to Deuteronomy = Torah 

                 Torah = Instruction or Teaching  

   (so it is not just Law as we know it)   

      

                  has Narrative + Covenant + Laws 

 

                      Priests had to teach it. 

                      Kings had to follow it. 

                     Prophets had to call people back to it. 
 



The whole book of Deuteronomy is set in the 

                       plains of Moab 

       shortly before the people cross over 

                 into the Promised Land 



Deutero-nomy= 2nd Law 

       (from Greek) 

1) Covenant Renewal 

 2) Last will and testament of Moses 

3) A series of sermons by Moses – preached law 

A treaty with God 

Probably the Law Book found later by King Josiah in the Temple? (2 Kings 22)  

Influenced Jeremiah 

One of the most significant OT books – for NT too 



Historical Prologue    Deut 1-3 

Treaty stipulations      Deut 4-26 

Writing it down      Deut 27:3; 31:9-13 

Curses       Deut 28:15-68  

Blessings       Deut 28:1-14 

  

Like a Hittite Treaty  1500 – 1200 BC (same period as Moses) 



Who wrote Deuteronomy and the rest of the Pentateuch?  

Many verses say that Moses 

       wrote things down: 

Ex 17:14 

Ex 24:4,7 

Ex 34:27 

Num 33:2 

Deut 31:9,24 

Other parts of the Bible refer to these books as being books of Moses. 



Deutero-nomy: a book by a pastor  

   for his people 

 

  
 This is the story preached, 

 

                    (more details in Exodus & Numbers) 

 

        including the laws,      We see the quality of 

             Moses’ leadership 

 Why?    To get the people ready 

              and God’s loving heart 

                 to go into the new land.                         for the people 

          



Structure of the Book of Deuteronomy 

 

Chapters  

 1 - 4     Remembering what God has done 

 

 5 - 11   Responding to what God has done 

 

 12 – 26  Loving God and neighbour 

 

 27 – 29 Consequences – blessings and curses 

 

 30 – 34 Moses’ final words and death 



First sermon:  1:6 – 4:40  Remembering what God has done 

“Remember and obey, to go forward with God” 

Retelling the past as a narrative sermon. 

Appealing to their experience, the climax of the sermon is in chapter 4. 

Read Deut 1:6-8 



Provisions along the way 



God is NOT like Pharaoh! 

Pharaoh’s rule 

Comes from Fear 

Harsh 

Won’t listen 

Ruthless 

God’s rule 

Comes from Love 

Fatherly 

Heard their cries 

Saved the people 



Spies 
Rebellion 

38 more years 

wandering 

DO NOT FEAR THEM 



Discuss 

 

1. Can you remember any time when someone who needed 

to be rescued was stubborn or fearful or rebellious? 

 

2. Can it sometimes be scary to step out into something new, 

 even if you know that God wants you to do it? 

 

2. Read Deut 3:21-22  and discuss. 



Deut 4 

Read   Deut 4:1-2 

             4:6-10 

                     4:25-31 

              4:34-35 



The Ten Words (Commandments) 

               Deut 5 (and Ex 20) 

The first 4 relate to God 

 The last 6 relate to neighbours 

Each commandment  

      is a summary 

I am the Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt,  

            out of the land of slavery (Deut 5:6) 

What do these show about God’s desires for us? 



OT Laws tell us about 

 God’s character 
 

 

The Ten Commandments show: 

 

1) He does not want us to be deceived by idols 

2) He wants us to have rest and refreshment 

3) He wants us to have stability in our society 

4) He wants us to respect God and people 

5) He wants us to be truthful and faithful 

6) He wants us to avoid the slavery of greed 

  

  



Deut 6:4-9 

                              Hear, O Israel!   

     Remember that God rescued you from slavery 

+ Deut 11:13-21 and Num 15:37-41 

And teach your children! 







One phylactery (tefillin) is tied        

onto the arm (usually left). 

 

One is tied onto the forehead. 



But these outward reminders can be abused. 

Jesus, speaking about the Pharisees, said 



A Mezuzah holds Deut 6:4-9  

and Deut 11:13-21. Jews put them on 

every doorway of a house except the bathroom 



Tassels on Garments Deut 22:12 (& Num 15:37-41) 

- need a special blue thread 

Matt 5:27 The woman 

touched the tassel (tzitzit) 

of Jesus’ garment 



Discuss 

 

1. How might we remind ourselves of 

        important truths about God? 

 

2. What has been new or interesting or helpful so far? 

 

(If you have any questions write them on some paper) 



Deut 6 announces the call of the sermon, then 

1) Resist the temptation to fear (Deut 7) 

2) Resist the temptation to forget (Deut 8) 

3) Resist the temptation to be proud (Deut 9) 

Deut 10:12-13 and 11:1 repeat the call 

Read Deut 7:17-21 

Read Deut 8:10-14 

Read Deut 9:4-7 



Third Sermon  Deut 12-26  Loving God and neighbour 

+      Lev 19:18   

        Love your neighbour as yourself 



Laws show God’s way of living out love for God and neighbour 

Commandments1 & 2  No other gods          12:1-32 Not at Canaanite shrines 

 

  3         Misusing God’s name     13:1-14:27 No compromise 

 

  4  Observe sabbath  15:1 – 16:17 Holy days & years 

 

  5  Honour parents  16:18-18:22 Respect leaders 



 6 No murder 19:1-22:8   Respect for human life 

 

7 No adultery 22:9-23:18  No adultery or wrong mixtures 

 

8 No theft  23:19-24:7  Property violations 

 

9 No false witness 24:8-25:4   Fair treatment of others 

 

10 No coveting 25:5-16   No coveting wives or property 



Should we apply OT law now? 

Is OT law 

 

for Christians? 

Can we ignore 

 

    OT law? 

How do we read OT law now? 



Jesus guides our interpretation of OT Law 
 

 

1) Some laws he restates 

 e.g. Matt 19:18-19 

 

2) Some laws he intensifies 

 e.g. Matt 5:21-22, 27-28 

 
    

 

3) Some laws he says to go beyond 

 e.g. Matt 5:33-37 

 
 

Jesus said that he fulfills the Law  Matt 5:17-18 



Did Jesus keep all the OT Laws? 

1) Jesus picked grain 

 and healed people  

  on the Sabbath 

      Mark 2:23-28 

2) Jesus did not keep all  

    the ritual washings 

      and food laws 

      of the Pharisees 

       e.g. Mark 7:15-19 
 

3) Jesus 

  touched 

  ‘unclean’ 

   lepers 

  Matt 8:3 

BUT Jesus did keep the principles of the OT Laws 



Is this right? 

NO! 



How should we see OT Law? 

1. We do not need to keep laws about sacrifices and 

 old ritual worship – Jesus has fulfilled them 

 

2. We do not need to keep civil laws but we should keep 

 the civil laws of our own country 

 

3. We should find the principles in the ritual worship laws  

 and civil laws – these are still good for us 
 

 



4. It is still God’s inspired Word and is good 

 

5. It shows us God’s mercy, justice and high standards 

 

6. We are still under the laws which Jesus says to obey 

 

7. We should see the Law as a gift from God  

 to bring blessing if obeyed,  

              not as a limit to freedom 
 

BUT Old Testament Law 



Discuss Deut 25:4.  

 

How does it apply today? 



      Discuss Deut 24:17 - 22 

 

What does this mean for us now? 

 



Discuss  Deut 26:1-4     How does this apply today? 



Discuss  Deut 15:19-23 

 

How might it apply to us? 



Discuss Deut 24:10-15 

 

How might this apply today? 



Discuss Deut 25:13-16 

 

How does it apply today? 



Discuss Deut 22:8 

 

How could it apply today? 



  

Discuss Deut 5:18 

 

Does this just apply to sleeping  

 with another person’s spouse? 

 

In those days there was very little pre-marital sex, 

    the problem was after marriage. 

 

What about pre-marital sex today?  

 

Pornography? 
 



Discuss Deut 14:21 

 

What might it have meant then? 

 

Why? 

 

What might it mean for us? 



Discuss Deut 19:16-21 

The purpose of ‘eye for an eye’ 

 

    was to limit the punishment 

 

 to what was fair. 

How does this compare with 

 Matt 5:38-48? 



Discuss  Deut 23:24-25 

 

How might this apply today? 



Only one place for worship (12:11) 

The place is not named 

      in Deuteronomy 

1 Kings 8:44 it is 

     Jerusalem 

            Now people may eat meat anywhere – but no blood. 

 

But they cannot use Canaanite high places to worship God 



No misusing God’s name 

Those who lead 

     away from God 

                                                               

 must be killed! 

                (Deut 13) 



Good Leaders 

Judges (16:18-20) 

    (17:8-13) 

        witnesses (19:15-21) 

Kings (17:14-20) 

Prophets (18:14-22) 

                 (13:1-5) 



Deut 5 and 19 



Holy War (Deut 20) 

Only 7 tribes could be 

   destroyed (Deut 7) 

- no intermarriage here 

Could only take specific land 

Foreign cities: 

 

Offer of peace (v10) 

If accepted, forced labour (v 11) 

If refused, only males killed (v 13,14) 

Canaanite cities: 

 

All killed (v 16,17) 

Could not fight unless God 

     told them to fight 



Foreigners 

Deut  5:14 

         10:18-19;  

         14:21,29; 

         23:7 

         24:17-22 

         26:11-13 

Must be given hospitality and treated with justice 

Must give food because they do not own land 

Include in Pentecost, may join in Passover if circumcised 

May not join assembly of the Lord immediately 

(However, Ruth could because she was committed to God) 

Must be given 1 day a week off work 



Hired Workers 

Deut 5:14-15;  

       12:18-19 

       16:11-12,14 

       23:19 

       24:14,15,  

        

Must be given the sabbath off each week 

Provide for them in your festivals 

Do not take advantage of a poor worker 

Pay their wages each day on time 

May not charge a fellow Israelite interest 



Slavery 

Hebrew word for ‘slave’ is ‘worker’ 

Hebrew slavery was never like 

  Egyptian or American slavery 

In the Old Testament slavery was 

   more humane than in other codes 

Kidnapping for slavery prohibited 

  Deut 23:7 

Protections against abuse 

          Ex 21:20, 26-27; Deut 23:15,16 

Slavery voluntary for a limited period Deut 15:12 

If a slave chooses to stay for life, push an awl through 

                                                  his ear lobe Deut 15:17 



Discuss whichever of these last issues interest you 



Fourth Sermon: Deut 27-29     Consequences – Blessings and Curses 

Set up stones on 

       Mt Ebal 



Blessings and Curses: Deut 28 





Blessings and Curses: The Key is Obedience 

These are NOT like magic curses 

They are really just consequences of our choices 



Fifth Sermon  Deut 30 – 34  Moses’ Final Words (and Death) 

                    

         Ch 30    “Choose Life, not Death” 

Read   Deut 30:11-20 Many parts of this message are in other parts of the Bible 

Deut 30:6 introduces the picture of God circumcising people’s hearts 



Moses leaves a Song: Deut 32 

and a blessing for each tribe: Deut 33 



Images of God in Moses’ Song (Deut 32) 

God the Rock (v 4) 

God the mother eagle (v 11)  

God the father (v 18) 



Mt Nebo from the Dead Sea Mt Nebo 

Plains of Moab, with Mt Nebo in the background 

Moses dies on Mt Nebo 



At the end of the Pentateuch 

 

         they are still not in the land! 

The story continues in the book of  

                      Joshua 

        then in the following books. 


